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Overview 
The ŀǘǘǊŀŎ¢±Ωǎ ±ƛŘƎŜǘϰ solution (video-related widgets) adds a totally new dimension to the 

on-line viewing experience ς ǾƛŜǿŜǊǎΩ engagement. Whether ƛǘΩǎ social viewing, commercial 

transactions, searching for program-related information or any other interactive content, 

vidgets give viewers a host of things to do and engage with while they watch a video, and all 

these activities are tracked, monitored and analyzed. Publishers and advertisers can fully 

utilize the interactive patterns of viewers and use this precise information to provide new 

and innovative monetization channels. 

attracTV provides a web-based solution-as-a-service that combines vidgets with ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎΩ 

online video content, both live and on-demand. The attracTV vidget solution is both flexible 

and dynamic ς publishers and advertisers can select the most appropriate vidgets for each 

broadcast, around the clock, through a single account. 

As part of a self-serve vidget network, attracTV's solution easily integrates into existing 

media players and allows content owners and distributors to choose from a variety of 

vidgets, or they can create their own. This increases viewers' stickiness and engagement 

with the video content, provides a superior viewing experience, and opens new channels for 

advertisement and monetization. 

The attracTV Solution 
The attracTV solution consists of the following components: 

Vidget Gallery 
This module is the client-side engine. It reads the pertinent information from the servers, 

about how the vidgets are meant to be presented, and displays the vidgets according to this 

configuration. The Gallery manages the vidgets as small window overlays (Figure 1), and, as 

such, supports typical window-based operations such as open, close, minimize, maximize, 

and drag and drop. The display of vidgets is very flexible. Vidgets can also be positioned in a 

non-window configuration to provide quite a different effect (Figure 2). 

In small screen mode, the gallery also supports a standalone mode called "VidgetBox" that 

allows vidgets to be placed outside the media player. 

The vidget gallery also has an extensible plug-in framework with four default plug-ins: 

Google analytics: Publishers are able to easily integrate vidgets into their own Google 

analytics accounts. This provides in-depth information about the vidgets and features that 

their customers are using. 

Real-time vidget pop-ups: Publishers can make their vidgets pop-up at any time, in real 

time. 

Scheduled vidget pop-ups: Publishers can create a schedule for each vidget, setting specific 

times during the viewing session that each vidget will pop up. 

Real-time Gallery changes: Publishers can make changes in the Gallery at any time, enabling 

real-time, on-demand modifications in the way vidgets work. 
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Figure 1. Vidget overlay in full screen mode 

 
Figure 2. άbƻƴ ǿƛƴŘƻǿŜŘέ Vidget  

attracTV Studio 

Content owners attach vidgets to live and on-demand videos using attracTV Studio. They can 

upload their own vidgets, or use third party vidgets (selected from the Vidget AppStore), get 

statistics and engagement reports, and use the live dashboard to control, in real time, the 

vidgets' content and display (Figure 3 to Figure 5). 

The studio analytics provide publishers and advertisers with a variety of critical reports that 

keep them up-to-date in regard to vidget usage: 

Real-Time Reports: This chart is updated in real-time, and provides a count of the current 

number of users. It displays user activity over the last 24 hours. The time is displayed in 

accordance with the logged-in userΩǎ time-zone. The view can be filtered to display the 

current number of users that are associated with a particular gallery identifier or with a 

certain gallery. When a specific gallery is chosen, a publisher can chose to filter only viewers 
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who are using a certain vidget/vidget type. Publishers can also check Include Sum to view a 

chart that sums up all the other displayed charts. 

Concurrency Report: The Concurrency tab displays historic information about the number of 

concurrent users who used the system. This tab displays accumulated information up to the 

previous day. Calculation of the information about the previous day may take up to 7 hours 

from midnight. The time zone used for the calculations is the ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊΩǎ time zone which is 

set in the Settings tab. 

The view can be filtered to display the concurrent number of users that are associated with a 

particular identifier or with a certain gallery. When a specific gallery is selected, a published 

can also choose to filter only users who used a certain vidget/vidget type. 

Sessions Report: The Sessions tab displays historic information about the number of user 

sessions. This tab displays accumulated information up to the previous day. Calculation of 

the information about the previous day may take up to 7 hours from midnight. The time 

zone used for the calculations is the ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊΩǎ time zone as defined in the Settings tab. 

The view can be filtered to display the number of sessions that are associated with a 

particular identifier or with a certain gallery. When a specific gallery is selected, a publisher 

can also choose to filter only sessions of a certain vidget/vidget type. 

Usage Report: The Usage tab displays historic information about the amount of time that 

users used the system. This tab displays accumulated information up to the previous day. 

Calculation of the information about the previous day may take up to 7 hours from midnight. 

The time zone used for the calculations is the ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊΩǎ time zone as defined in the 

Settings tab. 

The view can be filtered to display the total usage time of users that came with a certain 

identifier or to a certain gallery. When a specific gallery is chosen you can also chose to filter 

only users who used a certain vidget/vidget type. 

Unique Visitors: The Unique Visitors tab displays historic information about the number of 

unique users who used the system. This tab displays accumulated information up to the 

previous day. Calculation of the information about the previous day may take up to 7 hours 

from midnight. The time zone used for the calculations is the ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊΩǎ time zone as 

defined in the settings tab.  

In this tab users can be filtered using one of the following filters (but not in combination): 

Gallery Identifier, Gallery, Vidget or Vidget App. 
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Figure 3. In the Vidget AppStore, uploading vidget binary files and setting default 
configurations 

 

Figure 4. Report on viewers' engagement 
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Figure 5. Live dashboard used to moderate, push content, and track in real time 

Off-The-Shelf Vidgets 

The service is provided with a reach set of off-the-shelf vidgets that includes Chat (with 

multi-chat room support and moderation, tailored for live events), Polls, Comments, 

Facebook, Twitter, Guest Chat, RSS, Related Videos, Synchronized Comments (mainly for on-

demand content), Search and more. Please refer to Figure 6 for a typical Facebook 

implementation and Appendix A for a description of these off-the-shelf vidgets. In addition, 

attracTV partners with casual game developers to deliver social games as vidgets, for 

example multi-player bubbles game. Our vidgets have been optimized for an ultimate user 

experience and are field-proven with millions of hours of usage. 

 

Figure 6. Watching a show together with Facebook friends 

iPhone Application 
The attracTV iPhone application (Figure 7) integrates with the external API (see below) and 

enables iPhone users to interact with the Chat, Guest Chat, and Poll vidgets on their iPhone 
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devices. This application can be white labeled for any publisher and it is easily extendable to 

include additional vidgets. 

 

Figure 7. attracTV iPhone Apps 

Vidgets SDK 

A set of client-side APIs enables Flex/Flash developers to develop their own vidgets to be 

executed on ŀǘǘǊŀŎ¢±Ωǎ vidget platform. Migration of existing flash widgets is a simple 

process. 

 

Figure 8. Real time votes, poll content can be changed on the fly 

External API 

A set of server-side APIs enables developers to integrate with the Chat vidget (using mobile 

applications, for example), Guest Chat, Private Chat, Poll and also with management 

capabilities such as analytics and vidget push. 


